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- sual clean-up agreemeént for clean-up -

bos n.ard7 EPA’s on-scene ‘coordinato
.. presstelcase, “EPA must now decid
- the best way {0 do the cleanup

admi

‘EPA would dictate a cleanup plan and
- ‘Grace would be responsible for its cost. - ;
Under such an order, Grace- would retain
- therighttosueif it fcels the ¢osts are un-
fair. An agreement with EPA on a niego-

tiated cleanup plan would limit tjhc com-
“pany’s appeal rights.

asbestosz,cleanup plan'

EPA says cleanup to go on as schedulea’

Thc Us. Ennronmemal Prorecnon

: Agencv and WR. Grace and Co. an=

nounced April 18 that Grace has rejected

an EPA plan to clean asbestos contami-

nation from two former mine sites in
‘Libby. Grace says the proposal would
jeopardize the company’s rights. ~*
 "WR. Grace Company informed the
U.S. EPA Region 8 on April 18 that they
are not interested in signing a.consen-

k at two former vermiculite process
1g/ateas in leb} ” wrote Paul P 0 -

r"tbhc as soon as Qssi

ative orde W the

Grace spokesman Bill Corcoran sald

- ~the EPA plan‘was too broad because it
. asked the company fo give up its rights.
He:said the company is- coxmmtted to the -

cleanup. -

Peronard said the EPA must consult )

- mth 1he Us. J ustice Dcpanmenl beforc

deciding whether to-accept Grace’s offer
or do the cleanup itself. He said work
will begin in May, regardless of that de-

- ciston.

Grace operated Libby’s vermiculite

" mine from 1963 to 1990, In November,
- 1999, newspapers around the country bc-

gan pubhshmg unconfirined and unveri-
fiable reports that ¢ 41927 forme lebv
F ily lied-

The Montaman by Gav Benefield of
Libby Agbestos Victims Relief Otgamza ;
tion. It shows that 50 workers died of 2s-

. ‘bestosis or mesothelioma. an asbestos~
- related cancer.

mother 35 workers die
of Tung cancer; but those cases have not!

‘been definitely linked to asbestos. -

_The EPA has determined that two fo;

currently house a sawmill and'a plant

‘1 mer vericulite processing sifes, wkucll

nursery, contain dangerous levels.of as

bestos. The nursery, Raintree Nursen?
has since gone outof busmess _
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